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The Potted Geranium Tea Parlor

The ladies of LOLC are invited to a special tea luncheon to be held at The Potted Geranium Tea Parlor  in Greensboro on Thursday, Sept. 22nd, from 11 a.m.–1 p.m.  

The tea room is located at 201 W. Greene Street, Greensboro, in a lovely restored Victorian home filled with antiques, English Bone China service and beautiful décor. The owner is LOLC member Laura Kanitra, and the tea room has been ranked  #1  in Georgia on teamap.com because of outstanding guest reviews for artistry, variety, food and service.

Laura is offering a special lunch for our ladies. The meal includes plenty of hot teas, a Chef Rebecca Sampler Plate of chicken salad, quiche, side salad and scone, plus a light and scrumptious dessert. The price per person of  $27.00  includes both tax and tip. (You are welcome to bring a guest!)
Hold your reservation for this special luncheon by signing your name on the list located at the round table at church, and see Carol Riesmeyer, who is hostess for this LOLC fellowship-sponsored event. September 4th is the cut-off for reservations. Please pay by Sunday, September 4th either with cash or by check (for $27.00 made out to Carol Riesmeyer).

Ladies of LOLC – get your fancy ensembles and hats ready – and sign up soon!
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[image: image5.wmf]An Email Too Good Not to Pass On

(What follows is an email that was passed on to me by one of our members, and I want to share it with all of you.  It was written by a retired LCMS pastor. It is well worth reading and reflecting on.  ~  Pastor Ron)

Too long.  Too short.  Too big.  Too small.  Too tight.  Too loose.  Too much.  Too little.  All these phrases describe much of the clothing we try on.  Finding the "perfect fit" seems, at times, impossible but we keep trying, trying, trying.  The perfect fit must be out there somewhere.


Finding a church that is a "perfect fit" poses similar problems for many people, but it isn't always the fault of the church.  Every church has something that's not quite right.  The pastor may not preach up to our standards.  The Sunday School teacher may disappoint us or our child.  The Church Council may do things too fast or too slow.  Our gifts may not be appreciated.  Others don't give enough.  The music may not be to our liking.  Certain liturgies, attitudes, programs or people may make us uncomfortable.  Any one of these things – and more – may tempt us to stay away, or to seek another church, or to stop worshipping altogether.


There is no perfect church, and we will never be perfect members.  We know this, and yet we run from one church to the next, looking for the right size, the exact attitude, the right flavor, the perfect fit.  Because we live in the age of Baskin-Robbins and their "31 Flavors," we want to keep looking until we find the right one, with the right taste and texture.  Meanwhile, we fail God's Church by not using our talents, or we disappoint our fellow Christians by leaving them for greener pastures, or we weaken the church by our constant search to find the "perfect fit."


Does God want us to stay at a church where we are miserable?  Of course not.  But why are we miserable?  Are we making other people miserable by our attitude?  Are we really being the kind of Christian Church members God wants or expects us to be?


St.  Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:21-22, "In Him [Jesus] the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit." That means you do have a place in His Church and God wants YOU to occupy it.


What do you really want from a church these days?  A safe haven?  A hiding place?  A mutual admiration society?  A peaceful valley?  A place of perfection?  Or a place to be challenged and grow?  A place where you can welcome all kinds of people?  A group that knows it is weak and frail and needs the Lord Jesus?  A small Christian group that needs you or a big church where you can be entertained?


Will you be a building block in your church?  Or will you be a stumbling block?  What does God want you to be in this life among His people?   Are you willing to become that person?


Rev. Bob Tasler, Emeritus/Castle Rock, Colorado 
Check out Pastor Tasler’s Kindle books:
**NEW – "COUNTRY PREACHER" http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005BZL3V4
"DAILY WALK WITH JESUS" http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0050VRJX0
NEW BIBLE CLASS
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“THE DIVINE DRAMA” is a 30 unit course which will be taught by Pastor Ron.  The course is divided into two parts.  The first 16 units cover The Biblical Narrative (i.e.: the story running through the entire Bible).  The last 14 units cover Our Narrative (key faith concepts arising from Scripture, such as sacraments, grace, Trinity, etc.).


Pastor Ron will be teaching this class on Thursday evenings and/or Friday mornings, beginning September 15th/16th.  Cost for the first part of the course, The Biblical Narrative, is $20 and includes a student text and workbook.


Deadline for registration will be August 21st.  This will allow Pastor Ron enough time to order the materials.  Checks should be made payable to Lake Oconee Lutheran Church.  There is a sign-up sheet on the round table in the sanctuary.

Please speak with Pastor Ron if you have any questions.
Are you in need . . .

of a caring Christian who will listen, empathize, encourage, pray, provide confidential care and patiently support you as you work through a crisis or difficult time?

Do you know someone . . .

perhaps a friend, neighbor, co-worker, colleague or relative who could benefit from

this type of care?

Then contact . . .

one of our Referrals Coordinators who can tell you more about Stephen Ministry and how you – or your friend – can be matched with a Stephen Minister.   (Referrals Coordinators are Virginia Daley: 706-485-3564 and Phil Larsen: 706-473-1078)
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Sadly, we have to bid adieu to our beloved Vicar Neil Wehmas.  He will be returning to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis at the end of this month.  We have planned a farewell reception honoring Neil after the service on August 28th.  There is a sign-up sheet for goodies.  Neil, thank you for all you've done.  The year really flew by!  You will be missed.
RECIPES

Vegetable Casserole

This recipe is an original of Darlene Zenami's.
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2 cups steamed broccoli


 2 cups fresh, uncooked spinach

1 cup parmesan cheese

        
2 cups cooked brown rice

2 cans cream of mushroom soup
mozzarella cheese

Salt, to taste

Mix together all ingredients except the mozzarella cheese.  Pour into a greased casserole dish and cook on 450° until warmed thoroughly.  Sprinkle with mozzarella cheese, then bake long enough to melt cheese.  (This recipe can be used as a dip for wheat crackers if you omit the rice.)

Cream Cheese Bars

Thanks to Marcia Elkins and Rosemary Bonnough for this one!
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1 yellow cake mix


1 stick butter or oleo

3 eggs




1 cup chopped nuts

8 oz. cream cheese


1 box powdered sugar

1 tsp. vanilla

Blend yellow cake mix with butter, one egg and nuts.  Press dough into a 9 X 13 inch pan and put aside.  Mix together the cream cheese, powdered sugar, vanilla and two eggs.  Pour mixture over flour mix.  Bake at 300° for 60-65 minutes.  Cool, cut into "bars" and serve. 


WHO’S IN THE SPOTLIGHT? 
Jim  and  Barbara  Hersh

Living near the water has been a way of life for Jim and Barbara Hersh since they left Central Pennsylvania right after their marriage over 50 years ago. For most of their married life, they lived in the seaside town of Stone Harbor, New Jersey; after retirement they settled in here at Lake Oconee.


Being involved with food, whether cooking in a restaurant, cooking for local fire fighters,  making hoagies for fundraisers or cooking for family night dinners at their son’s church in Decatur, cooking for crowds has been a constant team effort in their lifetime together. If anyone ever needs a special recipe, chances are that Barb probably has it in one of her gigantic collections of various cookbooks and recipe files.


During their Stone Harbor days, this team of two managed a restaurant and bowling alley, so the cooking started there. Jim went on later to serve as a Building Superintendent for the Cape May County Building Complex, while Barb worked for Stone Harbor Borough as Chief Financial Officer.  Both worked full time while having and raising three sons – James, Robert and Thomas.


 Two of these sons now live in Georgia, and one is in Chesapeake, VA.  There are seven Hersh grandchildren also. Their son, James, is an associate pastor at a Baptist church in Decatur, where Jim and Barb often volunteer to cook for large crowds. A recent meal they prepared was for 800 people attending family Bible School night!  Their second son, Robert, is a Captain in the Navy, and is also a medical doctor. Thomas lives near Eatonton and works as a production manager for Rose Acre Farms.


Barb and Jim say, “We’re simple folks,” and are very happy in their retirement home in Sebastian Cove, where they grow flowers (some to feed the deer!), watch birds, go boating and entertain visiting family often. Barb likes to sew and knit, while Jim enjoys puzzles and making small woodworking projects. 


They have a unique way to water their numerous hanging baskets of flowers, by utilizing a water tank connected to a hose and wand, all mounted on their golf cart. And – of course – they cook a lot, since they entertain family often; they also enjoy making several kinds of homemade preserves. Both spend time reading, and they always listen to books on tape when they travel back north to visit relatives.


After being members of a Lutheran church in Stone Harbor, they are glad to be Lutherans again here at LOLC!
~ By Carol Riesmeyer
Carol would still love for you to pick up a survey off the round table, fill it in and return it to her!  (


A list of Recommended Movies

By Vicar Neil Wehmas

What follows is a list of movies that I believe are very good to watch.  They are either thought-provoking, tug one’s heart and/or have good Christian imagery in it.

Lord of the Rings (trilogy):  The Lord of the Rings books were written by J. R. R. Tolkien, who was devout Roman Catholic.  His faith comes through.  Jesus was prophet, priest and king.  This is symbolized in the characters of Frodo (priest), Gandalf (prophet) and Aragorn (king).

Star Wars (1-6):  The prequels are not great movies, but they have their moments.  However, in Episode III, Emperor Palpatine is a very good image of Satan.  Also, Anakin as the chosen one, is most certainly Christian.

Matrix (1-3):  The Matrix series can be very confusing, I know.  It is highly philosophical series; however, it has some strong (some intentional, some not) Christian themes in it.  Also, several of the character names are Biblical in origin.

Finding Neverland- Forewarning:  this movie is a real tear-jerker; however, it is an excellent film.  It is the story of the composition of Peter Pan from author J. M. Barrie's perspective.  It talks about the value of the eyes of imagination.  Transcribe that idea to faith.

Toy Story (1-3):  With the exception of Cars 2, all Pixar movies are great movies.  All of them have excellent themes and stories in them.  Toy Story, however, carries some very strong baptismal imagery in it.  And – yes – it is true when Toy Story 3 ends, you will be choked up.

Harry Potter:  That is right; I am recommending Harry Potter.  It is rich in lessons for children.  Some argue it encourages rebellion, because the characters break rules.  Rather, see it as children doing the right thing regardless of restrictions.  Standing against authority is good, if the authority is in the wrong.  Not to mention, the story would be very dull if they didn’t.  The final film has some awesome, awesome Christian imagery in it.  (Rowling herself is a Christian, by the way.)

Patch Adams:  This movie is not only about practice in medicine; it is about how we relate to one another.  Indifference is a killer; this film should tug at the strings of your heart, while alternately making you laugh.

Downfall:  This movie is about the last days of Hitler.  It is often parodied on Youtube, and it is done in subtitles.  However, it is a powerful movie.  It really deals with the problem of sin:  That it lies in us as well.  Watching the film at times, the emotions can start to cause you to feel sorry for Hitler.  Emotions make us human, but decisions based solely upon emotion are dangerous.

Equilibrium: Emotions can be dangerous, but they also make the world worth living.  Equilibrium portrays a world without emotion.  It also has some awesome action scenes.

I hope you enjoy this list and some of the films mentioned.

In Christ,

Vicar Neil

	
	~ August 2011 ~
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	EVERY SUNDAY
Adult SS: 9:15 am

Worship Service, 10:30 am
	1 

	2 
Elders Mtg, 9am
Connie Wesson
	3 
CRAWFORD, W/A

HILPIPRE, W/A
	4 

	5 
Roger Fleming
Sue Davis

	6 
Clay Bonnough

Mike Langan 

Janis Lipacis

	7 
David Hansen

	8 
Marilyn Schneider
	9 
Rosemary Bonnough

Cindy Helms

HEIMER, W/A
	10 
Peggy Uehlin
	11 
Charlie Helms
	12 

	13 
Kathy Dukes

MAI, W/A

	14 
Council Mtg, after service
	15 
Tom Smithweck
	16 
Price Petrea
	17 
Kathy Lockwood

	18 

	19 
Earl Priegel
	20 
Barbara Hersh

	21 
Collecting MITES
Voters Mtg, 

after service
	22 

	23 

	24 
Newsletter articles due, noon
	25 
Blake Campbell

Jim Hersh
	26 
Chele Campbell

Mike Freeman
	27 
Neil Wehmas


	28 
Honoring Vicar Neil,
after service

Free BP check, after service

Marilyn Smolinski

LUCAS, W/A
	29 

	30 

	31 
Marilynn Sowell

SOLLENBERGER, W/A
	USHERS                           LAWN MAINT.                FLOWERS
Cerny, Stefurak               Sowell, Dukes                 7: Fleming

ALTAR CARE                    GREETERS                       14, 21: NONE
Schornhorst, Crouch      7: Fritch                           28: Lucas 

COFFEE HOUR                 14: Elkins                         NURSERY
7,14,21: NONE                 21: J.Campbell                7,14,21: NONE

28: Vicar's                         28: Larsen                        28:  Piepenbrink

Reception

















Final look at Movies


By


Vicar Neil Wehmas





	This is my last look at movies.  I will not be looking at a particular movie or genre or plot device.  I will be looking at movies in general.


	For those of you who were there to witness it . . . think of the gasp and surprise when we heard Darth Vader say to Luke, “No, I’m your father.”  Think of the love for baseball that built up inside of you as you watched the film Field of Dreams.  Think of tears that filled your eyes as the Titanic slowly began to sink.  Think of the awe you felt when you saw the landscape and massive armies in Lord of the Rings.  Think of the joy you felt when you saw your favorite characters taken from the novel to the silver screen.


	No matter the moment . . . when sitting down to watch a movie, you have been so grieved by a moment or a story that you choked up and your eyes began to fill with tears.  You have viewed a scene so funny that your eyes filled with tears.  You have been left breathless at the revelation that something you believed to be true was false.  You have felt yourself almost jump for joy when a character met his triumph.


	Whatever the emotion, whatever the moment, movies move one’s heart (and so does television).  There is an infinite value to this.  Some believe that movies desensitize us.  Honestly, I think the news does that more than television and film.  Rather, a good movie awakens the senses.  That is the purpose of any form of art.  The world could go on without the arts; this is true.  The world needs mathematics and languages and knowledge of histories, but it also needs art.  Why?  It is mathematics and languages and histories that inform the mind, give it structure and root.  It is art that adds color.  It is arts such as films that give heart and meaning and purpose and creativity which leads to innovation.


	The Bible is filled with emotion invoking stories and events (that are as true as true can be).  Consider the story of Joseph (at end of Genesis), who was sold into slavery by his brothers.  You can almost sympathize with his brothers.  He was the favored son; he had predicted that his brothers would bow before him. How many people wouldn’t feel irritated with him?  However, how much more amazing is the moment when Joseph first sees his father?  Or when he chooses not to squash his brothers, even though he can?  What about Jonah or David and Bathsheba or the calming of the storm or Jesus’ death and his resurrection or the events in the book of Acts.  The Bible is filled with life and emotion and heart, because it involves actual people who, indeed, lived, had emotion and had heart.


	Value the movies and TV shows you watch; let them strike a chord with your heart and with your mind.  What is more, know that sometimes in the most secular of films the truth of the Gospel can be found! 


	In Christ,


	Vicar Neil





I leave you with a Quote concerning Christian imagery in Narnia, but it applies to all film:  "So I think what Lewis did was to tell the same story from a different angle and with a different imaginative approach that could break through that sense of familiarity with Christianity. It is to de-familiarize – we get so familiar with something that we ignore it. But sometimes through a good story or thinking about it from a slightly different angle can we de-familiarize it and help (ourselves) to experience it in a fresh way that breaks through a lot of our preconceptions."  ~ Dr. Gene Veith
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