LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve December 24, 2017

A Stephen Ministry Congregation
Our vision is to be an expanding community of faith, growing in the
Holy Spirit, and practicing before the world a Christ-centered life.
Missionaries:
Lay Leader:
Old Testament Reader:
New Testament Reader:
Music Director:
Instrumentalist:
Church Secretary:
Church Office:
Music Director’s Cell:
1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
lolcsec@plantationcable.net

All the people of God
Josh Ringer
Linda Horst
Josh Ringer
Art Hargrove
Bradley Sowell
Deb Krahling
706-485-4600
706-473-1290
Eatonton, GA 31024
www.lolc.info

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print
bulletins are available from the ushers

Christmas Hymns Choir Presentation
Prelude – piano & flute
Still, Still, Still – Choir
O Holy Night – Piano, flute & soloist Art Hargrove

Welcome
Please Stand

Invocation:
L: The name of the Father the Son T and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Christmas Prayer
L: We pray together:
C: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, you were born into our world
to save us from sin and death. You came to preach, heal, comfort, and
forgive. You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the
joy of salvation to those doomed to death. Be born in our hearts again this
holy night. Help us hear and believe the mystery of your incarnation. Watch
over those dear to us, far and near, that with them and all your people, we
may treasure your love and rejoice in your salvation. Amen.
You may be seated

Christmas Hymn #379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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First Readings
Genesis 3:15 3I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his
heel.”
Galatians 4:4 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law,
Genesis 12:3 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Matthew 1:1 1The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.

Instrumental Anthem : Air from the Messiah
Arlene Woods and Bradley Sowell
Isaiah 9:6-7 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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Luke 1:32-33 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Christmas Hymn #359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

Public domain

Second Readings
Isaiah 7:14 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Luke 1:26-27, 30-31 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 30And
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the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.

Choir Hymn

#358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

Third Readings
Daniel 9:25 25Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the
word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince,
there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with
squares and moat, but in a troubled time.
Luke 2:1-2 2In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria.
Micah 5:2 2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
Luke 2:4-5 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth,
to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child.
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Christmas Hymn #361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Offering
Instrumental Interlude

Bradley Sowell

Please stand as the offering is brought to the altar.

Prayer:
L: Let us pray:

L: We give thee but thine own
whatever the gift may be.
all we have is thine alone,
a trust O Lord from thee.
C: Amen.
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Fourth Reading
Luke 2:7 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

Choir Hymn

#365 Away in a Manger

Christmas Hymn #366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Public domain
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Fifth Reading
Psalm 72:11-14 11May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve
him! 12For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who
has no helper. 13He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the
lives of the needy. 14From oppression and violence he redeems their
life, and precious is their blood in his sight.
Luke 2:8-15 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15When the
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
Instrumental Hymn #388 Go Tell It On The Mountain
Sandy Mathson instrumentalist, Bradley Sowell soloist, & Choir
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Christmas Hymn #368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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Sixth Reading
Psalm 72:10, 15 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands
render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! May
desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! 15
Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be
made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all the day!
Isaiah 60:3 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising.
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Matthew 2:1-11 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.
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And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too
may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
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When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
Please Stand

Candle Lighting
We ask that children 12 and under do not handle lighted candles.
The Lay Leader will give light to the ushers. They, in turn, will give lights to the
person nearest the aisle, who will pass the light on to others. Please hold the
lighted candles upright, dipping unlit candles into the flame.
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Christmas Hymn #363 Silent Night, Holy Night
- Sung with piano and flute

Public domain

Please extinguish your candles and place them in the boxes at the rear of the
church as you leave.

Benediction
L: Receive this night with believing hearts the blessing of our God:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord makes His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C: Amen.
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OUR VALUES AS A CONGREGATION
Word and Sacrament –
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.
Christian Education –
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.
Evangelism –
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.
Stewardship –
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.
Fellowship –
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater
love, understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual wellbeing of all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.
The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross,
reminding us that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be
with us here and always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter.
The symbol on the front of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek
letters: the “chi,” which looks like our English “x,” and the “rho,”
which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, these letters are the first two
of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they suggest the cross.
Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that God’s love
for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us
empowers us to share his love with others.
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